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A short account of the only professionzl theatre
to hove existed in Chipping Barnet, cxtracted from a
longer treatise by the same writer on the premises
Now Nos., 72, 74 and 76 High Street. Before 1890 all
these premiscs were in the Norrow ieck alongside - (Bulé.Qz
Barnet Church. .
um’ol{

On the upper floors of part of the existing shops mo&_”/{ .
was the 'Great Room! in which there cen be lititle
doubt that Samuel Pepys enjoyed his cheese cakes on
Sundey, August 11th.1667. This Greal Rocm wes then
part of the Red Lion, a heostelry troced back to 1551,
®y which date it had probably slrecady been well-
established. Four inns of this name have been found
in the lManor Court Records of Chivning and Iest
Bornet.  Yet neither the upper Red Lion todoy nor
its nomesake at Underhill hes any recorded commection
with Pepys as has been nsserted by both county and
local historians. There is a2 strong inference that
the present upper Red Licn changed its sign from thot
of the Antelope when the original inn of Pepys! day
closed during the first quarter of the C18.

Thercafter the Greet Room and o suite of smaller
aportments were used and formally lmown as the
Assembly Rooms, catering especially for visitors to
the Physic Well at the bottom of Bells Till where o
spring yielding water with aperient quolities wes of
repute in the C17 and C18, to the cxtent thet it was
bottled and sold in London with othor Sps Viaters.

In addition to the nced for refreshnent snd enter-
tainment, public meetings and local occasions, it
secms a reasonable hypothesis thot cucteur dramatics
m2y have been staged in the Assenbly Roons. There
is an even grenter possibility that strolling players
used the premises during the lifc-spen of the Red
Lion. '



hese suzgestions may lcend some weight to the
tradition, admittedly fer-fetched, that Shakespeare
or ot least Shekespeare's Company, performed there
before Tueen Elizabeth I. In this context it is
intcresting to find that Shakespeare's contemporary
the drematist and actor, Thomes Heywood (circa 1570
- 1640) in one of his some 200 pleys, makes warm
reference in lines beginning:- '

"This Bernet is a place of great resort and
corionly upon the Market Days here all the country
gentlemen appoint e friendly meeting.....". Heywood
then sketches the activities of these gentlemen:
wagering on horses, dogs ond hawks; some meeting
merely to eat and drink - and "spend their money".
However no herd evidence has been found of organized
“or =2d hoc theatrical activities in the Red Lion or
in the Assembly Rooms; the prospects of finding such
traces now seen very remove

It is not known precisely, or even within a year
or two, when The Barnet Thectre opened its doors for:
the first time. The first evidence, recliable and
informative, comes from a pleybill exhibited in the
Bernet Museun; -

"By Farticular Desire"

For This Night Only - February 16th, 1830.
The Popular Melodrema, "The lMiller and his ilen".

(play by J. Pocock, 1813) Favourite Song by
: lirs. H. Fenton

The Loughable Piece "Rendez-vous" or "Fun and Fright"
(unidentified)
Comic Song by Ilr. Jaclman. :
To conclude:-  the Populer Musical Farce,
"0f Age Tonorrow" (play by Dibdin, 1800)

Poxes: 3s., Pit:2s., Gallery: 1s.6d. Sccond House -
8,30.p.m.
Dooxs open ot 6,30.p.n. for 7.p.m. performence.

Ticlzets from IMr. Voodhall, Bricklaycr of Hadley,
end frem 1r. Xing at the Theatre.



The Bill includes 2 footnote with o familiar ring
in the profession - "All demends on the lfenager are
requested to be sent immediately, cos the Theatre
finelly closes this evening". This indicates that
o secson of unknown length had taken place, ending
on February 16th.

lir. Jaclmen, as well as being o comic songster,
was the Director of what on issue (dete unlmowm) of
the newspaper, "Herts. lercury" described os &
"Fairly well-known Company of Comedicns". The
troupe had played at Bedford in 1829, and appecred
in Iertford, cs well as Bornet in 1830, Jecloan
steged a charity performance during the latter visit
in aid of the Chipping Bornet Churchwardens! IFund
for winter coal for the poor.

The use of the phrase "finally closes" in this
advertisement is equivocal, Did it relate to the
secson, or to the closure of the Theatre, entirely,
during the foreseeable future? ackman obviously,
wes no more than a lessee. Vho, in fact, ovmed the
Thectre premises and hired them to Jackman & Co,, is
obscure. Much of the scanty informetion in this
poper has been drawn from playbills held in the
British Museum: but there is a gap in the scries
until Hovember 22nd. 1832, when 2 bill carrying
thot dote announced that George Barnwell would cppedx
in e production, "Sleeping Draught" (pley by S.Penley.
1818) at the"Theatre, 01d Assembly Rooms, IIigh Stay
Bornet". Admission prices were the same ¢s in 1830,
except that children were let in for sixpence. A
i7.J.. Savill emerges as proprietor and menager of
this venture. He informed the public that Friday,
13th - presumably of December - would be his Benefit
Night. Savill seems to have chcllenged the fotes
with unusual stage courage. He and his players,
nede up o teanm of ten men, two morried wonen and two
"iisses". The public was further advised that in
consequence of the Company's very short stay and
Mthot families from the country may not be dis-
anpointed, the Theatre will be open every evening
this week, Wednesdoys excepted"., - On this solitaxy
piece of evidence it is obviously impossible to
dctermine the precise length of the season; notv more
then o month's duration; probably less.
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IHenticn of the "Families from the country" is
interesting, in local context, in regard to Hadley.
Here is an eerly example of suburban development
arising pertly from the desire of wealthy landowners
in remote parts of the United Kingdom to esteblish a
pied-a-terre in country surroundings, but within easy
reach of London, and partly from the establishment
of a community by merchants, wholly or semi-retired;
administrators; civil and service officers, who
settled in Hadley for similar reasons. Of the local
gentry, the Byng family was, at the time of the -
Theatre, especially active in the affairs of the
district. :

It is also pertinent to note that the Railway
system did not reach what was at first called Barnet
Station.(i.e. New Barnet) until 1852. After much
indecision about the siting of the terminus, steam
trains reached High Barnet in 1871. Thus it will
be scen that nobody came to the Theatre by train,

The size of the population is also relevant to this
survey. The first National Census in 1801 revealed
1250 people, of whom 597 were males, in Chipping
Barnet. There were 215 dwellings; mostly cottages, .
with two or three ma.jor inns, and a preponderance of
alehouses, themselves little more than cottages. A few
houses of some substance existed in the High Street,
and in the only other thoroughfare in the neighbour-
hood, ''ocod Street. The 1841 Census showed 2500
residents, so the figure during the Theatre's Tun cen
be estimated around 2000, with a high proportion of
children - and a high infant mortality rate. The wagon
cart would have been the only, cumbersome mezns of

~ transport for the majority of people further afield.

There is another hiatus in the documentary evi-
dence until 1834: but this gap cannot be accepted as
conclusive. t is difficult to believe that these -
important premises lay idle in the meantime. During
the cff-seasons the Great Room must surely have been
used for other burposes, clthough by this time the
Physic Well was more or less derelict according to
the observations of Dr. William Trinder of Rowley
Green, in Lis treatise, "The English Olive Tree,"



published in 1812. In 1834, however, the Theatre
re-svrfaced in a series of nlaybills, tlie first ones
dated Iforch 31st., and April 1st. N ¥, ‘Foulton
appears in tenporary comnand of "...the late 0ld
Lissembly Rooms...which.., have been fitted up as a
temporary theatre". That year's rccords suggest that
the refurbishment was rather more then tenporary and
that, in the light of sources available, it wes the
reak period in the Theatre's short existence.

A glimpse is afforded of this "I'itting-up". On some
undated occasion, lir.F.V/, Feters, a late member of the
original Barnet Records Society, was ziven access to
the upper floor of part of the shops in the MNarrow Heck
Here he drew a plan of the Great loom and his survey is
to be scen in the Iuseum. e Peters found vestiges
of a stage, measuring 25' x 12' vith 2 procenium of
11' x 6'. The ouditorium meosured 40' long and 20!
wide with a height of 15': a2 sizeable room for what had
been 2 small town inn. Three large windows looked
across the Neck to !iddle Row, & conzlomeration of
ancient buildings which abutted Daimet Church, dividing
JJigh Street and 'ood Street until finally demolished
circa 1890, having been gutted b fire. Peters found
a recessed space for a small orclhestra and a suite of
rooms presumably for refreshment and retirement - and
attirement. During reconstructions 2t o. 76 in the
1950's, a woodeun arch was recovered. It is on view
in the luseun. The Curator and other experts at the
time assessed the date of this relic os "somewhat late
Georgian", i.e. early Cl9, and concluded that it had
formed part of an ornamental doorwey which had given
admittance, via an approach staircese, to an anteroom,
which, in turn, afforded access’to tiie Great Room or
auditorium itself,

Reverting to the 1834 Season, thirteen playbilles
cover performences in lMarch and April and another two
in MNovember. At this time two annval Fairs were held
in Barnet for sheep, cattle and horses, with attendant
amusements. These Fairs were of international renown
and it can be assumed that Players would take advantage
of the substaential, though temporary, influx of
visitors to the town..



The FPublicens certainly did,.to a noisy, often notor-
ious, extent. The 1834 casts included names of some
who lied appeared two yeers earlicr, and in launching.
the Season, l'oulton declared, "Performances will
enbrace all London Novelties with appropriate music,
nachinery and decorations. Arranzements have been
made vith persons of &cknowicdged excellence in
various departments and they would not be inattentive
to the comfort of patrons”, Tickets were obtain-
able at the Phoenix Commercial end Literery Printing
Office opnosite the Salisbury Arms Hotel, The
Thoenix Office belonged to Mr. ‘iilliam Baldock who

wes later editor,publisher and printer of the "Barnet -

- Gazette", a forerunner and short-time rival of "The
Barnet Press". T'rom all sccounts, Baldock was an
energetic character who during his life had his
finger for a while in most of the parochial pies.
Zarly in this season, on April T7th., the audience was
offered the following prograrme:-

"Green-eyed Monster" ( a play by J.R. Flanche, 1828)
"The Double listake" { a play by M. Barratt, 1831)
"Raising the Wind" ( a play by J. Kenney, 1803)

The titles sugzest a mixture of melodrama and
ferce. :oulton promised the public "\ succession of
Novelties fully equal in interest to those Popular

Pieces which have been received with Shouts of Lavgh-~"

ter and Applause' during the past week". As the
April Fair that year was held between 8th. and 10th.
of the month, tlhie alleged enthusiacsm mLy not have
been an over-statement. '

Ioulton's Players brought fresh material to Barnet
including 2 melodrama called "Jonathan Bradford; or
Iurder at the Roadside Inn" by Edwerd Fitzball, waich
had been staged.at the Surrey Theatre, London during
the previous year. Ancther production was Buck-
stone's conedy, "Uncle John" which had apnecred at
the Jaymarket Theatre as recently as 1833.  (John
Beldwin Buckstone, 1802 - 1877, was a conedian and
playvright who was both lessee and leading low
comnedian of the Haymarket between 1853 and 1877). '

~$b‘



"The Green-eyed lonster" show was as in 1832, inter-
spersed with musical interludes. On April 19th.,
& lirs. Gannon, during a play entitled "Clcre" which
the writer has been unable to identify, song the air,
"Home, Sweet IHome". According to a late umenber of
the Local Iistorical Society, !I'r. J. Faullkmer, to
whom tribute must be paid for his essiduous work in
searching for playbills, "Clare" included the origirel
performance of this enduring ballad. Another
sqloist to appear was a lMr. Bryant degcribed as "the
celebrated Irish Vocalist from the London Staze®.
Bryent sang on lay 9th, "under the patronage of
several gentlemen and tradesmen of Barnet” - a signi-
ficant statement when assessing the financial viab-
ility of the whole enterprise. Traces of the 1834
Season fade after lMonday, November 26th., when "Jano
Shore" (a play by ?J.I7.Kemble, 1815) followed by "7t
Children of the Wood" (2 play by ? T. Powell, 1805)
were presented. "iaster Reynolds" was featurcd and
this is the only reference to child actors which has
been found. Before leaving 1834 a prograsine on
April 24th., seens worth mention. It consisted of
two pieces:- "Cure for the Heartache™ a play br ' .
T. iorton, 1706, which was being performed by "nartlo-
ular desire", and a number entitled, "Femily Jars",
(2 play by J. Lunn, 1822). After this thn natrons
were told "The whole to be concluded with the Grond
National Anthem". At this point in the reign of King
Tilliam IV, and against the scramble of the Lanover-
ans for ths throne, the second item may seem partic-
ularly apnos1te.

The Theatre finally rang down the curtain in 1835,
On larch 5th., the players presented:- "The Soldier's
Daughter", (by A. Cherry, 1804), and "The Floating
Beacon", (a pley by Ddw. Fitzball, 18;4), described
2s a nautical melodrana. The 10th ilaxrch wes o special
ozcasion: at the request of "a party of ladies eond
gartlemen from Gamic (sic) Corner ond Potters Bor"
(voss1b1y including the BYNG fan11y2) the Conpony
staged "The Honeymoon" followed by another nerfornance
of "The Ililler and His Ifen". No subsequent playbills
nave been found, but a major source of information is



a retrospective article, very possibly wxritten by
Ix. Daldock, vhich appeared in the "Darnet Gazette"
on 14tn August 1858, on the subject of the Barnet
Theatre. It stated that the Theatre finally closed
its doors on 30th larch 1835, and there is no reason
to doubt this assertion. The programme for this
Finale sounds weighty, and, without being facetious,
one may say thet if this was a semple of the fare it
mey have dowsed conpletely any theatre-going enthus--
iasrn among the Barnet rank and file. This show
connrised "The Rivals";(a play probably by L.G.Lewis,
1811), "Pimor the Tartar"; and the Fifth Act of
"iichard the Third" (presujably Shakespeare).

"The Barnet Gazette" made no comuent on these
nresentetions, but suumed up the entire picture in a
“telling, sad reflection;- "The Theatre was a place
very neatly fitted up in the London Style and .......
patroaised by influentizl families from “rotham and
Trent Parks by whom pleys were frequently sclected
for performence', Finally he sighs that here was
"A Compeny of Strcllers of consicerable ability whose
exerciseo during a season of several weeks were

izh¥ly preductive of only a beggarly account of
emptj benches."

Doubtless a begrarly account; even.thirty years
later in neighbouring Whetstone and IMinchley, whence
sone support might have been expected, the average
pay packet for most would have been nine or ten

shillings a weels, Chipping Barnet with its market,
the forerunner of Smithfield, its important livestock
Fairs, and above all, its coach and wagon trade was
obviously better placed than some of its neighbours.
Yet 2t the time the Theatre expired, Barnet was head-
ing for an acute, if temporary, slump. Five years
after the establishment of Tigh Barnet Station, James
“horne, in his notable "Environs of London',published
in 1876, described the town as "Pusy-looking with an -
undue proportion of public houses, and on the vhole =2
shebby and not very pnicturesque apnenrance" n the
early deys of that century there were 1ﬂdeed no fewer
then thirty identified inns and alehouses on or near

the stretch of highroad between Uaderhill and Hadley
Highstone. .




ks a strategically sited stopping-nlace for
traffic these establiclments gave employuent, directly
or indirectly, to ostlers and postboys; domestics and
potmen; to wheelwrights, saddlers and herness-nolkers;
to smiths and farriers; to cornchandlers snad fodder
nerchants; while some tradesmen, in turn, enployed
apprentices. As an example of prosperity, admitted-
ly extreue, Charles Bryant, owner of tie ied Lion and
other properties, died in 1870, leaving an estate
valued, then, at upwards of £30,000, It ves from
this "Support Group" for the carriage, cocch and
vagon traffic that the Theatre might have exyected to
draw a significant proportion of its asudiences in
stalls, gallery and pit.

Although "working men" as the tern ennlied in those
days, living further afield, might be prenared to
trudge miles to Fairs and liarket, the;” wvere unlikely
to go far to witness "™Pimon the Tartar'. On the
other side of the Candle-lit or 0il-lit stege, Jackson,
I‘oulton and others, must have led an extrenely hard
and precarious existence. In a small-toim theatre,
acting ability and artistic merit would have run a
bad second to spectacular "effects", nechinery, and
devices - expensive luxuries upon wiicl meny similar
ventures then, and even todey, have foundered.

Thus the Great Room became & tradesnan's store and
the premises below engaged in business. Tow the
original shops interlocked, if they did. with the
Assembly Rooms and the Theatre scens inpossible to
unravel, fone of the sources listed in the Lppendix
give &ny clue. According to local Directories, for
sone 140 years the premises have shown =z distinct
vredisposition towards clothing and associated trades
he Great Room being filled in the mid-uineteenth
century by IMr. John Thimbleby's wares, Anateur actors
and musiciang in the district found accermodation for
a while in the Town Hall in Union Street, built not
long after that bypass was cut in 1837. Subsequently
local talent, of which there has been no deartih, hes
used facilitien ns available in church end school
halls,



In conclusion it seems interesting to ruminate
on those "Three Lorge Windows" in the Great Room,
They, or their predecessors, perhaps of lattice,
loolked down on sO many cccasions and persons of
historic interest and importance. - Maybe watchers
" at the Red Lion witnessed the return to London of
the victors and vanquished from the Battle of

Barnet? L™

RIAN VISE. g August 1975.
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SOURCES umad in prepering the Paper

APPENDIX to

"I'HE PARNET THEATRE"

nost of them

Ty
are in the Barnet luseum Archives, as indicated by

B M.A. in thin list.
1. BAINBRIDGE "Taught with Care", 1974.
2, "Barnet nnd its History". COYING'S Guide 1912
3. "Barnot Inne and Alehouses": 'ellet Sexries 52,
B.11.A.
4. 3Barnot Thectre Vallets, B.M.A. '
5. Barnot Vills: 1537 - 1790. Tronscrivts.
6. BWICH-JOIVSON.W, :"Hertfordshire Imns, Part I"
in '"Hortfordshire Countryside' 1962.
7. Dircctories: Holden, Xelly, Pigot, Post Office,
British IMuseum, Hddx. Record
Office, B.M.A.
8., PFAULXICR. John,: Lecture Notes. B.li.A.
9. HARPFR G.C.."The Holyhead Rocd", Chepman and
Hall, 1902.
10. LEFTUICH. B.R., Aunals of Parish and Towmship
of Chipping Bernet, 1950, B.II.A.
11. LEFTWICH. B.R., Miscellaneous Ixtrrcts from
'Local History'; Vols.l-4. B.M.A.
Manor of Chipping Barnct and FEast Darnet
. COURT ROLLS and BOOCKS.
12, Translation 1245 - 1291, B.M.A.
13. t 1553 - 1686, B.M.A.
14. 1In Inglish 1743 ~ 1913.
15. "Business Done 2t the Court". 162S - 1744,
Guildhall Library lis. T768.
16, MARCHAIi. W. licB., Iliisc. Records, Chipping
Barnet, Bast Barnet and District.
1956. B M.A. 142,
17. MARCHAM, V. 1icB., Properties in Chinping
Barnet, High St., 'cod St., ete.
Conveyances, etc. B.il.A., L43.
18. IMAYS. A.S., "Legnl Documecnts of Bornet" 1929
B.M.A.
19. Middlesex Viectuallers' Licences, circa 1710 -

1810, Mddx.Cty. Records Office. Dartmouth St.
Vil



20.
v

22,

I'ecwspapers: "Bornet Gazette"; "Barnet Press";
"Herts HMercury'.

NICOLL Allerdyce, "History of English Drama",
1660-19C0, Camb.Tniv.Press. 1959.

Petty Sessions: Sub Division Liberty of St.

“Albens; Victucllers' Licences, Transcriot.

1750 - 1777. B.M.A.

Petly Sessions: "Boar's Head", Chivping Barnect,

1796 - 1797. Herts. Cty. Rec, Office.

STEVINS. Rev.H.V.P,: "Old Barnet", Cowings,
1912, B.M.A,

Ver Office Bllletlng Return - Chipping Burnet

and District - 1756. P.R.0.,W.0.30/49.

WIDDICOIBE, S.H., "Borhet ard its History",
Cowings, 1912, B.HL.A.

'7 WIDDICOIBE. S.H. "Chats about Bernet",

unpublished. B.M.A. J45.
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By Particular Desire,

POSITIVELY
FOR THIS NIGHT ONLY.

R e S8 T8 L5 €50 ¢ 3 ¥ S

THEATRE, BARNET.

On TUESDAY, Erveniog Feb. 16th. 1830,
Willbs Performed the Pupsiar ‘Mele Drams, of THE

MILLER
And hlsMen'

o.::'a'..l mumﬁr.n . l:uuv
Coent Proderidk NTO their, M:. OREEN,
Rolwar, - TASTER YA . Karl,  Mr. JACKMAN, *
Riber, e, 'CHANNING, ~ :Gelote,  Mr. HENRY,
: Mrs. MASTERMAN,
Jondive, Mrs. .FENTON,  Aunctte,  Miss JACKMAN;

A Favourite Song, by Mrs H. FENTON,

The Laughable Plece, of THK

Rendezvous,

Oy, FUN and FRIGHT.

O Quakd, BMr. MASTERMAN, Coaptain Bolding, Mr. GRKEN,
Cherles, Mr. H.FANTON,  Smart, Ilr ‘CRANNING,
Smen, Mr. JACKMAN,----ccces Sophia, Mrs. H. FENTON.
Leeretla, MieaC.JACKMAN, Rose, Mre. MASTERMAN,

A OOMIC SONG, By Mr. JACKMAN,

Te Coacinde with the Pupulsr Masical FARCE, eall'd

Of Age To-Morrouw,

Raron. Prederick Willinghurst, Me. H. Feuton,
Batw Piffiebarg,  Mr. Masterman,  Molkue. Mr. Jackulan,
Fris,  Mr.Chanaing,  Barvant, Be. Henry,
Tady Beamhack, Mra. 18, Jackmarr; -
Suphia, M C. Juckman, Maria, Mrs. 18, Fuatow,

>+ v

*a®All Demands on the Alanuger are regquested to be sent In Immodiately,
An the Theatre Aually clomes THIN KVENING,
e T I A D O D I
BOXES30.-PIT %.-GALLERY 1s. Sccond Price at ha!f past §. Boxes 24 Pitls.
P AAAAAANAS A AN amameiee— —

D-tns,ml o half pist SIX, sat the Poatw manes to commone st SEVEN o Clock procisely
Tohett moy brhod ol M, Wandhiell $1 shlnp.r, Hadley, vul of My King, ot the Theatre,




